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Article Analysis

Title of the reading: Racial formation 
Authors: Michael Omi and Howard Winant

Main argument: In the article, Michael Omi and Howard Winant explain their theory of racial formation which they basically term as the process in which concepts about race are developed and changed overtime. According to Omi and Winant, racial formation refers to the process in which social, economic and political forces establish the content and significance of racial categories, and by which they are shaped by racial meaning. They have indicated that these changes are depended on the socio-historical and political periods. 
Context: The context of Omi and Winant’s theory is based on the Susie Guillory versus Louisiana Bureau case where Susie sued the Bureau unsuccessfully. The legal battle led to fascinating questions about race, what it means in the contemporary society and its use in public policy. The theory of racial formation shows the continuing dilemma in defining race and being able to establish what it means in institutional life. The context of the theory of racial formation shows that there would be a great misconception to assert that variations in human physiognomy are based on race. 
Key concepts definition, examples, and significance: 
Race: the definition of what race is has been a debate for a long time. In the fields of colonial science and religion, there has been much controversy in the attempts to comprehend the concept of race and its meaning. However, in the colonial epoch science, race is defined as a biological concept but as noted in the article, its precise definition has remained a debate that continues up to date. 
Example: As noted in the article, an example of race being termed as a biological concept is through the case where Susie Guillory Phipps was designated black in her birth certificate because she had at least one-thirty second Negro blood. According to Omi and Winant, the 1970n state law declared that anyone with at least one-thirty-second Negro blood should be designated black, a clear indication that race is a biological concept. 
Significance: The significance of race being a biological concept is that it does not have much impact of the social life of an individual. As revealed in the case, Phipps lived a normal life and did not know whether she was black until she discovered that it was indicated so her birth certificate. However, it is important to keep racial differences aside because racial stereotypes lead to a series of unsubstantiated beliefs about who the different racial groups are and what they are like. 
Racialization: According to the authors, the term racialization indicates the extension of racial meaning to a formerly racially unclassified relationship, social practice or group. Basically, racialization is an ideological process which is historically specific. 
Significance: Although racialization brought in place the ideology of exploitation based on racial logic, it also brought about a racially based understanding of society which resulted in the shaping of a specific racial identity, not only for slaves (blacks) but also for the European settlers. 
The racial state: As revealed in the article, the state is made of factors such as racially based citizenship and naturalization laws. According to the authors, the racial order is organized and enforced by the continuity and reciprocity between micro and macro levels of social relations. 
Example: Racial discrimination and racial identity are key examples the authors used to paint a picture of the racial state. According to Omi and Winant, racial discrimination, a macro level of relation has an impact in both experiences and identities of individuals because it affects racial meaning and intervenes in personal life. On the other hand, racial identity shapes the space of collective action. 
Significance: Regardless of the various effects the racial state may have it is clear from the article that the racial phenomena is significant because it links between the two levels of social relationships. However, the concept of race as an organizing principle of social relations is just a part of the story as noted by the authors. 
